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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: SOCI, ELAB, LE 

SUBJECT: PREVAILING DECREE ON COMPENSATION TO WORKERS 
DURING RECENT STRIFE 

ARN IS RECEIVING INCREASING NUMBER OF INQUIRIES FROM U.S. 
BUSINESSMEN REGARDING "DECREE NO. 17" WHICH PURPORTS TO 
REGULATE COMPENSATION DUE LEBANESE EMPLOYEES FOR PERIOD 
OF CIVIL STRIFE. WE RECALL AUB, AMONG OTHERS, WAS AFFECTED 
BY DECREE ISSUED BY CHAMOUN PRIOR TO FORMATION OF AL-HOSS 
CABINET AND REFERENCE MAY BE TO ACTIONS TAKEN AT THAT TIME. 
IN ANY CASE, WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY PROVIDING TEXTS OF 
OPERABLE DECREES AND/OR LEGISLATION BY POUCH AND EMBASSY 
INTERPRETATION OF REQUIREMENTS BY CABLE. CHRISTOPHER 
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